CAPE COD BIRD CLUB

Cape Cod Lake & Pond Waterfowl Survey

2009 SUMMARY

he 27" annual Cape Cod Lake and Pond

Waterfowl Survey was conducted by
members of the Cape Cod Bird Club on the
weekend of December 5-6, 2009. Forty-five
observers surveyed 331 ponds (one less than
last year), recording 29 species and 8,862
individual ducks. The latter total is 15% below
the long-term average, but not surprising given
the mild weather preceding the survey. No
species were recorded in record high, or record
low, numbers, and only a few were found in
numbers that deviated much from the norms.

The weather leading up to the survey was very
mild. November temperatures averaged almost
four degrees (F) above normal in Boston, and
that trend continued into the first week of
December. The weather on the survey weekend
was good on Saturday, but rainy on Sunday, and
all ponds were open and ice-free.

SELECTED SPECIES RESULTS

Pied-billed Grebes, although up from last year,
were still 38% below the long-term average.

Atlantic Brant are found exclusively in
saltwater habitats, so it is not surprising that the
species rarely has been recorded on this
primarily fresh water survey. Indeed, the species
was not recorded at all during the first 19 years
of this survey. However, 16 were recorded this
year, from two sites—the fourth time in the last
seven years this small goose has been tallied. As

would be expected, all records have come from
tidal ponds, but reasons for its increasing
appearance on this survey—and what, if any,
significance can be attached to these recent
appearances—remains to be seen.

Mute Swans increased for the fourth straight
year, the total of 259 birds being just two shy of
the record high in 1991 and 44% above average.
Swan totals increased steadily over the first 16
years of this survey, then declined rather sharply
for a few years, but more recently have
increased again to near record levels.

American Wigeon declined for the third
straight year, but were still 67% above average..

American Black Ducks dropped sharply from
last year, and were 27% below normal.
However, this species winters primarily in
saltwater habitats so the totals on this survey
may not accurately represent numbers overall.

Green-winged Teal, rarely numerous on this
survey, numbered a paltry 11 birds this year,
79% below average.

Canvasbacks continued at an anemic level,
with just four birds tallied this year. Over the
first 15 years of this survey, this handsome duck
averaged 522 birds/year; since then the average
has dropped to just 18 birds/year!

Ring-necked Duck numbers often have been
highest in cold weather years, but did not fit that
trend this year. The total of 417 birds, though
less than half of the record count two years ago,
was still 47% above the 26-year average.

Common Goldeneye is another cold weather
species, and the 92 birds counted this year was
the third lowest total in the survey’s history.



Common Mergansers also typically appear in
numbers only after significant ice-up and,
consistent with that trend, were 57% below
average this year.

American Coot numbers have varied over the
past 26 years to an extent unsurpassed by any
other species. Totals have ranged from a meager
three birds in both 1992 and 2004 to a record high
of 484 birds in 1998. Just 19 birds this year was
85% below average—though “average” with this
erratic species defies enumeration!

Bufflehead was again the most common species,
with 1900 individuals (21% of the total), closely
followed by scaup (1752 birds, both species
combined, or 20% of the total), and Mallard
(1401 birds; 16% of the total). These four species
comprised about 57% of the overall total. The
most widespread species once again was Mallard,
which was found at 143 ponds (43% of the sites,
but down from 188 ponds last year), followed by
Bufflehead at 139 sites (42%), and Hooded
Merganser at 90 sites (27%).

RESULTS BY TOWN

As always, Falmouth out-distanced all other
towns, this year with 3224 birds or 36% of the
Capewide total. Barnstable was a distant second
with 1054 birds (12%), followed by Yarmouth
with 882 birds (10%). Barnstable and Falmouth
tied for top honors for best variety with 16
species each, followed by Yarmouth with 15
species and Harwich with 14.

RESULTS BY POND

An average of 27 birds/pond was recorded, down
somewhat from the long-term mean. Of the 331
ponds surveyed, 92 (27%) had no birds at all.
Sider’s Pond in Falmouth again hosted by far the
largest number of birds (1126), thanks, as usual,
to a large flock of scaup (1100 birds).
Coonamesset Pond in Falmouth was a distant
second with 280 birds, followed by Little Pond in
Falmouth (239 birds) and Pilgrim Lake in Truro
(219 birds).

Mill Pond in West Barnstable took top honors for
variety with 10 species, followed by Great Pond
in Eastham with nine species. Four ponds hosted
eight species each: Tom Mathews Pond in
Yarmouth, Wequaquet Lake in Barnstable, Green
Pond in Falmouth, and Red Brook in Bourne.

PARTICIPATION

At least 45 people took part in this year’s
survey. Many thanks to each and every one!

Participants:

Ron Ayotte, Joanne Baldauf, Peter Bono,
Sally Branch, Jan Bridge, Pam & Peter
Brown, Randy Buckner, Frank Caruso,
Kathleen Casey, Molly Cornell, Al Curtis,
Mark Faherty, Peter Flood, Karen Goggins,
Ed Hoopes, Mary Keleher, Art King, Derek
MacDonald, Kathy & Rives McGinley,
Priscilla Moor, Ken Morton, Ed Nadolny,
Katherine & Phil Neal, Blair Nikula, Tom
Noonan, Ginie Page, Alida Pellegrini-Toole &
John Toole, Kelly Sattman, Beth
Schwarzman, Carol & Don Scott, Wil
Sprauve, Dick Stacey, Betsy Stepney, Jim
Talin, Aurele Thomas, Lou Turner, Ellie
Winslow, Charlie & Jane Woodruff, and Wabe
Yurek.

Compiler: Blair Nikula, 2 Gilbert Lane,
Harwich Port, MA 02646. 508-432-6348.
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